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2005 
Kirk S. Bowman 

Assistant Professor 
Sam Nunn School of International Affairs 

Georgia Institute of Technology 
 

 
I.  Educational Background: 
Ph.D.  1998  University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill Political Science 

Dissertation: (de)Militarization, Democracy, and Development: A Quantitative 
and Comparative Historical Analysis.  Evelyne Huber, Chair. 

MA  1994  University of Arizona    Political Science 
BA  1991  University of Nevada, Las Vegas  Political Science 
 
II.  Employment History: 
Grad student instructor  University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 1994-1998 
Assistant Professor  Georgia Institute of Technology  September 1998-present 
 
III.  Teaching 

A. Courses Taught 
Semester Course     # of Students  Question #24/10 
Fall 1998 INTA1100A (Comparative Politics)  91   4.8 
Winter 1999 INTA3470A (Latin American Politics) 39   4.9 
Spring 1999 INTA1100A (Comparative Politics)  69   4.9 
Summer 1999 INTA4875R (Study Abroad)   17   (new course) 
Summer 1999 INTA4876R (Study Abroad)   17  (new course) 
Summer 1999 INTA4877R (Study Abroad)   17  (new course) 
Fall 1999 INTA1200A (American Government) 218   4.5 
Fall 1999 INTA4803A (Latin American Politics) 25   4.6 
Fall 1999 INTA8803C (Latin American Politics) 4   4.5 
Spring 2000 INTA1200 (American Government)  129   4.5 
Summer 2000  INTA4801R (Environmental Politics) 23   4.9 
Fall 2000 INTA1200A (American Government) 222   4.6 
Fall 2000 INTA3241 (Latin American Politics)  31   4.9 
Fall 2000 INTA8803E (Latin American Politics) 6   4.8 
Spring 2001 INTA4901B(Study Abroad Prep)  29   5.0 
Summer 2001 INTA4241RAR (Democracy Argentina) 21   5.0 
Summer2001 INTA4803RAR (Political Economy)  14   5.0 
Fall 2001 INTA1200 (American Government)   222   4.3 
Fall 2001 INTA 4801C (US-Latin Amer. Relations) 36   4.8 
Spring 2002 INTA 1002 (Study Abroad Prep)  29   4.9 
Spring 2002 INTA 6202 (Grad Comparative Politics) 30   4.8 
Summer 2002 INTA 4040 (Environmental Costa Rica) 25   3.8 
Summer 2002 INTA 4801 (Cuba Crossroads)  18   5.0 
Summer 2002 INTA 8801 (Cuba Crossroads Grads) 2   5.0 
Fall 2002  INTA 1200 (American Government)  159   4.2 
Fall 2002 INTA 4803 (INTA taught in Spanish) 9   3.7 
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Fall 2002 INTA 8803 (INTA taught in Spanish) 2   4.5 
Spring 2003 INTA 3241 (Comparative Politics  79   4.6 
Spring 2003 INTA 1002 (Study Abroad Prep)  13   5.0 
Summer 2003 INTA 4240 (Argentine Politics)  21   n/a 
Summer 2003 INTA 4340 (Political Economy Lat. Am.) 17   n/a 
Summer 2003 MGT 4803 (Business Southern Cone) 4   n/a 
 

 
TOTAL STUDENTS TAUGHT = (1,638) Mean score for “Effective Faculty” = 4.7 
11 completely different course preparations. 
 
B. Students Supervised 

Wrote two conference papers with Nunn School graduate students that are now 
published  book chapter (with S.P. Eudaily, “The Democratic Peace 
Proposal…,” 2003) or article under review (with S. Baker, “Noisy 
Regimes…”).  Writing two papers with graduate students Dayna Burton and 
Mercedes Perez on the Internet in Cuba that will be submitted for review Fall 
2003. 

 
Wrote paper with PURA student Ashley Jennings.  Article under review at PS: 

Politics and Society.   
 
Independent study  

Stephanie King: 1999, “Borges and Politics” 
Natalie Spring: 1999, “Borges and Politics” 
Traci Smith: 1999, “Borges and Politics” 
Sergio Aguirre: 2001, “Argentine Business” 
Dan West: 2001, “Social Policy in Argentina” 
Elena Casal: 2002, “Dollarization in Latin America” 
Nadia Marinova: 2002, “Liberalization in the Middle East” 
Dan Trimmer: 2003, “Model United Nations in Brazil” 
Loren Biddle: 2003, “Model United Nations in Brazil” 
Brandon Paladino: 2003,  Model United Nations in Brazil” 
Jay Patel, 2003, “Model United Nations in Brazil” 
Behrouz Kianian: 2003, “Politics of Iran-Iraq War” 
Ashley Case: 2003, “Political Culture in Southern Cone” 
Bronwen Halstead-Nussloch: 2003, “Comparative Politics” 
Eleanor Baccay: 2003, “International News: CNN” 
Spencer Hall—MS student: 2003, “Human Rights and China” 
 

Masters thesis supervised, Nadia Marinova, “The Relationship between Oil Exports 
and Democracy in the Middle East,” 2003. 

 
Ph.D. Committee, Isabel Bortagaray, School of Public Policy, 2003-. 

 
C.  Other Teaching Activities 
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1. Curriculum Development 
 Developed three courses that are taught as part of the Argentina/Brazil Study 

Abroad 1999, 2001, 2003.   
 • “Political Change and Government Capacity: Comparing Democratization 

and Decentralization.”  
 • “Argentina: A European Country in Latin America?”    
 • "Business Environment and Entrepreneurship in Argentina and Brazil" 

 
 Received a "Curricular Development Grant" from the Georgia Tech CIBER in 

2000 and developed a new course--International Environmental Politics--that was 
taught in Costa Rica in Summer 2000 and 2002.   

 
 Developed new course taught in Cuba, “Cuba at the Crossroads,” taught in 

Summer 2002 and 2004. 
 
2.  Technology in the Classroom 
 • Received a grant from the Francis Wood Wilson Foundation in 2000 to produce 

a series of short documentaries for use in the classroom.   Led to the production 
of:  

 21-minute documentary, "Tourism in Cuba: Fidel Incorporated" (2002) 
 17-minute documentary, “The Logic and Power of Protest” (2003) 
 • Employed two discussion groups for Cyber-discussion between 79 GA Tech 

Comparative Politics students and 30 International Relations students from the 
University of Sao Paulo, Brazil (Spring 2003). 

 
3.  Language Across the Curriculum 
 Taught course on Latin American Politics in Spanish (with Prof. Vicki Galloway 

of School of Modern Langauges), supported by Department of Education (Fall 
2002). 

 
4.   Guest Presenter on effective teaching at Georgia Tech, CETL-GTREET, 

September 2002. 
 
5. Faculty co-Investigator with Ashley Jennings for President’s Undergraduate 

Research Program (PURA), Spring 2003. 
 
IV.  Scholarly Accomplishments 

A.  Published Books and Parts of Books 
A1. Book  

1.   Bowman, K.S., Militarization, Democracy, and Development: The Perils of 
Praetorianism in Latin America, Pennsylvania State University Press (December 
2002, paperback edition Spring 2004). 

 
A.2 Book Chapters 

1. Bowman, K.S. and Green, J.D., "Urbanization and Political Instability in the 
Middle East," in Population, Poverty, and Politics in Middle East Cities, pages 
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237-255, (M.E. Bonine, Ed.), Gainesville, FL: University Press of Florida (1997). 
Reprinted as a monograph with same title in the "Reprints Series", Santa Monica, 
CA: RAND Corporation  (50% of contribution). 

 
2. Bowman, K.S. and Eudaily, S.P., "The Democratic Peace Proposal through a 

Political Theory-Shaped Comparativist Lens," in New Approaches to 
Comparative Politics: Insights from Political Theory, pages 111-124 (J. Holmes, 
Ed), Lexington Press (2003) (50% of contribution). 

 
3. Bowman, K.S., "Democracy on the Brink: José Figueres and the Elections of 

1958,"in The Costa Rica Reader: History, Culture, Politics (I. Molina and S. 
Palmer, Eds.), Duke University Press (forthcoming 2004). 

 
4.  Bowman, K.S., “Battle for the Heart of the Heavyweight: Anti-Americanism in 

Brazil,” in Anti-Americanism in Latin America and the Caribbean: Politics and 
Culture, Past and Present (A. McPherson, Ed.), Berghahn Books (forthcoming 
2005). 

 
A3. Book Project in Process 

1. Bowman, K.S., Peddling Paradise: The Political Economy of Tourism Promotion 
in Latin America.  

 
B.  Refereed Publications 

1. Bowman, K.S., “The Border as Locator and Innovator of Vice,” Journal of 
Borderlands Studies, vol. 9, no. 1, pp. 51-67, Spring 1994.  Reprinted book 
chapter in Borders and Border Politics in a Globalizing World,  (P. Ganster and 
D. Lorey, Eds.), Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources Press (2003). 

 
2. Bowman, K.S., “Taming the Tiger: Militarization and Democracy in Latin 

America,” Journal of Peace Research, vol. 33, no. 3, pp. 289-308, August 1996. 
 
3. Bowman, K.S., “Should the Kuznets Effect Be Relied on to Induce Equalizing 

Growth? Evidence From post-1950 Development,” World Development, vol. 25, 
no. 1, pp. 127-143, January 1997. 

 
4. Bowman, K.S., “The Public Battles over Militarisation and Democracy in 

Honduras, 1954-1963,” Journal of Latin American Studies, vol. 33, no. 3, pp. 
539-560, August 2001. 

 
5. Bowman, K.S., “Did Elite Compromise and Consensus Lead to Democratic 

Consolidation in Costa Rica? Evidence from the 1950s,” Revista de Historia 
(Costa Rica), vol. 41, pp. 500-536, June 2001. 

 
6. Bowman, K.S., “Will Vote for Food?  Regime-Type and Food Consumption in 

the Developing World,” Politics & Policy, vol. 30, no. 4, pp. 1-25, December 
2002. 
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7. Bowman, K.S., F. Lehoucq and J. Mahoney. “Measuring Political Democracy: 

Data Adequacy, Measurement Error, and Central America,” Forthcoming at the 
Comparative Political Studies (Nov. 2005).   

 
8. Bowman, K.S., and A. Jennings. “Pura Vida: Using Study Abroad to Engage 

Undergraduate Students in Comparative Politics Research,” PS: Politics and 
Society. (appeared 2005 Spring). 

 
B1.  Articles Under Review 
 
1. Bowman, K.S. and S. Baker, "Noisy Regimes, Causal Processes, and Democratic 

Consolidation: The Case of Costa Rica," revise/resubmit at The Latin Americanist 
(80% of contribution). 

 
2. Bowman, K.S., and J. Felipe. "Catch Up, Convergence, and Growth in Latin 

America," revise/resubmit at International Regional Science Review.  
 
3. Bowman, K.S., and A. Jennings. “Pura Vida: Using Study Abroad to Engage 

Undergraduate Students in Comparative Politics Research,” revise/resubmit at PS: 
Politics and Society.  

 
 C.  Other Publications 

1. “Capitalist Development and Democracy,” book review in Washington Report on 
the Hemisphere, vol. 13, p. 16, 1993. 

 
2. Bowman, K.S., "Taming the Tiger in Honduras,” Latin American Studies Forum, 

vol. 30, no. 1, pp. 9-12, Spring 1999 (article only refereed by editor). 
 
3. “New Scholarship on Costa Rican Exceptionalism,” book review essay and 

critical review in the Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs, vol. 41, 
no. 2, pp. 123-130, June 1999. 

 
4. “Demanding Democracy: Reform and Reaction in Costa Rica and Guatemala, 

1870s-1950s,” Hispanic American Historical Review, vol. 79, no. 3, pp. 582-584, 
August 1999. 

 
5. Bowman, K.S., “Belize,” in World Encyclopedia of Political Systems and Parties, 

pages 106-108, (D. Kaple, Ed.), New York: Facts on File Publications (1999). 
 
6. Bowman, K.S., “Republic of Costa Rica,” in World Encyclopedia of Political 

Systems and Parties, pages 246-250, (D. Kaple, Ed.), New York: Facts on File 
Publications (1999). 
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7. Bowman, K.S., “The Republic of Honduras,” in World Encyclopedia of Political 
Systems and Parties, pages 455-462, (D. Kaple, Ed.), New York: Facts on File 
Publications (1999). 

 
8. Contributed five commissioned essays on various aspects of "Globalization and 

Democracy" to publisher W.W. Norton for incorporation in new edition of 
American Government:  Freedom and Power (authors:  Theodore J. Lowi and 
Benjamin Ginsberg), 2000. 

 
9. “Does Area Matter? Regional Explanations for Economic Growth Performance in 

LDCs," Working Paper at Georgia Tech Center for International Business 
Education and Research (CIBER), Spring 2000. 

 
10. "The Military and Guardian Democracy in Contemporary Guatemala," book 

review essay in Journal of Third World Studies, vol. 18, no. 1, pp. 281-285, 
Spring 2001. 

 
11. "Catch Up, Convergence, and Growth in Latin America," Working Paper at 

Georgia Tech Center for International Business Education and Research (CIBER), 
Spring 2001. 

 
12. Economic Convergence and Trade Integration in Latin America," Working Paper 

at Georgia Tech Center for International Business Education and Research 
(CIBER), Spring 2001. 

 
13. "Guest Commentary on 2001 Nicaraguan Elections." Latin American Advisor, 11 

October 2001, p. 1-2. 
 
14. “The Causes and Consequences of Electoral Reform,” book review and essay in 

Electoral Law Journal vol. 2, no. 2, pp. 263-269, April 2003. 
 
 

D.  Papers and Presentations 
1. Bowman, K.S. and Green, J.D., “Urbanization and Political Instability in the 

Middle East,” The International Symposium on Population, Poverty, and Politics 
in the Middle East, University of Arizona, March 1993. 

 
2. Bowman, K.S., “The Effect of Military Spending on Development in Latin 

America: 1960-1990,” Pacific Coast Conference on Latin American Studies 
Annual Meeting, Chapman College, October 1993. 

 
3. Bowman, K.S., “Belize: Burgeoning Nation of Splintering Nations?” The Second 

Interdisciplinary Conference on Belize, University of North Florida, March 1995. 
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4. Bowman, K.S., “Taming the Tiger: Militarization and Democracy in Honduras,” 
The South-East Council of Latin American Scholars Annual Meeting, University 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, March 1995. 

 
5. Bowman, K.S., “Desarrollo Político y Militarización: Hallazgos y Desafíos,” 

Tegucigalpa, Honduras, The Central American University Foundation, December 
1995. 

 
6. Bowman, K.S., “Guns and/of Butter? The Relationship between Militarization, 

Military Institutions, and Social Development in the Third World,” The Southern 
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Norfolk, VA, November 1997. 

 
7. Bowman, K.S., “Historical Evidence, Historical Determinism, and Democratic 

Consolidation in Costa Rica,” The American Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, September 1998. 

 
8. Bowman, K.S., “Will Vote for Food: Regime-type and Change in Calorie 

Consumption in the Third World,” The American Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, September 1998. 

 
9.   Bowman, K.S., “Militarization and Democracy in Honduras, 1954-1963,” The 

Latin American Studies Association Annual Meeting, Chicago, IL, September 
1998. 

 
10. Bowman, K.S., "Politics and Economic Crisis in Latin America," delivered to the 

Social Science Faculty of Benedictine University, Chicago, IL, September 1998. 
 
11. Bowman, K.S., "Democratization in Latin America," delivered to the Foreign 

Affairs Club of Benedictine University, Chicago, IL, September 1998. 
 
12.  Bowman, K.S., Militarization, State Capacity, and Economic Development, 

Costa Rica and Honduras 1980-1996,” The Southern Political Science 
Association Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, November 1998. 

 
13.  Bowman, K.S., “Latin American Democratization and Potential Business Risks,” 

The Annual Conference on Hemispheric Investment of the Business School and 
School of Economics, Benedictine University, April 1999. 

 
14.  Bowman, K.S., “Does Area Matter? Regional Explanations for Economic 

Growth Performance in LDCs,” The American Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, September 1999. 

 
15. Bowman, K.S., "The Elite Pact Myth and Democratic Consolidation in Costa 

Rica," Central American History Conference, San Salvador, El Salvador, August 
2000. 
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16. Bowman, K.S. and Felipe, J., "Economic Convergence in Latin America: Past, 
Present and Future," delivered to the Research Seminar of the Latin America 
Research Group of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta, November 2000. 

 
17. Bowman, K.S, Lehoucq, F., and Mahoney, J., "Explaining Political Change in 

Central America: A Debate over Institutional, Statistical, and Comparative-
Historical Approaches," Panel at Brown University and Wesleyan University, 
March 1-2, 2001. 

 
18. Bowman, K.S., and Felipe, J., "Economic Convergence and Trade Integration in 

Latin America," delivered to the Annual Meetings of the American Political 
Science Association, San Francisco, CA, September 2001. 

 
19. Bowman, K.S., "Damned Lies or Damned Useful: Statistics and Democratic 

Trends in Central America," delivered to the Annual Meetings of the Latin 
American Studies Association, Washington, DC, September 2001.   

 
20. Bowman, K.S., Lehoucq, F., and Mahoney, J.  “Central American Democracy 

1900-1999,” poster presented at Midwest Political Science Association, Chicago, 
March 2002. 

 
21.  Bowman, K.S., “Militarization, Democracy, and Development: The Perils of 

Praetorianism in Latin America,” delivered to CIDE, Mexico City, November 
2002. 

 
22. Bowman, K.S, Lehoucq, F., and Mahoney, J. “Classifying Democracy: Indicators, 

Data, and Central America,” delivered to the Latin American Studies Association 
meetings, Dallas, March 2003. 

 
23. Bowman, K.S., “Peddling Paradise: The Nexus between State Capacity and 

Tourism Promotion in Latin America,” delivered to the Latin American Studies 
Association meetings, Dallas, March 2003. 

 
24. Bowman, K.S., “Current Issues in the Study of Latin American Militaries,” 

delivered to the Annual Meetings of the American Political Science Association, 
Philadelphia, August 2003. 

 
25. Bowman, K.S., Lehoucq, F., and Mahoney, J.  “Measuring Political Democracy: 

Data Adequacy, Measurement Error, and Central America,” delivered to the 
Annual Meetings of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, 
August 2003. 

 
26. Bowman, K.S. “The Political Economy of National Tourism Promotion in Latin 

America,” delivered to the Business School of the Fundacão Getulio Vargas, São 
Paulo, Brazil, September 2003. 
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V.  Service 
A.  Professional Activities 

1. Member, American Political Science Association, Latin American Studies 
Association. 

2. Referee for the National Science Foundation, World Development, Journal of 
Politics, the Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs, Comparative 
Political Studies, and the Southeast Journal of Political Science,  South-East Latin 
Americanist. 
 

B.  On-Campus Activities 
1. Study Abroad.  When I arrived at Georgia Tech, there were no International 

Affairs study abroad programs in Latin America.  I established three separate 
interdisciplinary summer study abroad programs.   I am fully responsible for 
every aspect of Latin American study abroad programs including; 
conceptualizing, set-up in country, recruitment and promotion, administration and 
paperwork for approval at Georgia Tech, budget, visas and arrangements with 
Treasury Department for Cuba, teaching, etc.  

 •  The Business and Politics in Argentina and Brazil Study Abroad Program spans 
International Affairs and Management.  Courses focus on Democracy and 
International Business.  Students spend 4 weeks in Argentina and 4 weeks in 
Brazil (1999, 2001, 2003). 

 •  The Costa Rica Study Abroad Program merges International Affairs and 
Biology.  Courses focus on Tropical Ecology and International Environmental 
Politics.  Students spend 6 weeks in Costa Rica (2000, 2002, 2004) 

 •  Cuba at the Crossroads is an interdisciplinary program that is cooperative with 
Kennesaw State University.  Students spend 13 days in Cuba.  (Program director 
in 2002, 2003, 2004.  Accompanied program in 2002, 2004). 

2. Faculty partner for Freshman Experience, 1998-99, 1999-00, 2000-01. 
3.   Faculty Advisor: Squash Club, Amnesty International 2000-present. 
4. Headed department colloquium series, 1998-99. 
5. Presentation to the Trans-Caribbean Exchange with North Atlanta High School on 

"The Caribbean in the NAFTA Era."  October 1998, GA Tech, for CIBER-
GATECH. Discussant for Panel at Human Rights Conference hosted by the 
School of History, Technology and Society at the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, April 1999.  3presentations to honors students at Walton High 
School, February 1999. 

6. Member of 3 search committees for Nunn School, Awards Committee 1998-2001, 
Steering Committee 2000-.  

7. Georgia Tech Office of International Education Director search committee 
member 2002-03. 

8. Founders’ Day Committee, Ivan Allen College, 2002-03. 
9. Presenter, GA Tech leadership conference, Spring 2003. 
10. Faculty Advisor, Model United Nations of the Americas, Brasilia, Brazil, July 

2003.  Includes preparatory course and three credit hours. 
11. Co-Founder  (along with Steve Kay of the Federal Reserve Bank and Jeffrey 

Lessor of Emory University) of the Atlanta Latin Americanists Reading Group.  
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12. Faculty Advisory Committee, Center for International Business, Education, and 
Research (CIBER) Georgia Tech, 1998-present. 

13. Panel moderator, CIBER conference on business education in the developing 
world, Technology Square, October 2003. 

 
VI.  Research Proposals and Grants 

A. As principal investigator 
1. International Predissertation Fellowship, Social Science Research Council and 

American Council of Learned Societies with Ford Foundation Funding, 1995-96 
(Costa Rica) ($35,000). 

3. Summer Field Research Grant, University of North Carolina Institute for Latin 
American Studies with Tinker Funding, 1997 (Honduras) ($2,500). 

4. Off-Campus Dissertation Fellowship, The Graduate School, University of North 
Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1997 (Honduras) ($5,000). 

5. J. William Fulbright Scholar, 1997-98 (Costa Rica) ($20,000). 
6. On-Campus Dissertation Write-Up Fellowship, The Graduate School, University 

of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, 1998 ($5,000). 
7. CIBER-Georgia Tech Research Grant for Costa Rica, 1999 ($1,000). 
8. Francis Wood Wilson Foundation, Documentary Films on Latin American 

Politics. 2000 ($4,000). 
9. CIBER-Georgia Tech Research Grant on Southern Cone Tourism Promotion.  

2001 ($2,100). 
10. Dept. of Education for Language-Across-the-Curriculum ($4,500). 
11. Georgia Tech Foundation, 2001 ($2,870). 
12. Georgia Tech Technology Fees Award, 2002 ($6,937). 
13. CIBER-Georgia Tech Research Grant on Brazil Tourism Ministries. 2003 

($1,800). 
14. Georgia Tech Foundation, 2003 (3,000). 

 
 B.  As Associate Group Leader 
  1.   NIH. “Drug Discovery and Local Development in Fiji.” Group Leader Mark Hay, 

School of Biology:  co-Associate Group Leaders, Julia Kubanek and Terry Snell, 
School of Biology.   National Institutes of Health International Cooperative 
Biodiversity Groups grant awarded October 2003 ($422,168).   

  
VII.  Honors and Awards 

 James E. Prothro Award: Best published article by Graduate Student, University of North 
Carolina, 1997. 

 CETL BP-AMOCO Campus-wide Jr. Faculty Teaching Excellence Award, Georgia 
Institute of Technology, March 2000 

 GA Tech Class of 1969 Teaching Fellow, Fall 2001. 
 Nominated Dean Griffen Day Most Interactive Professor, 2002. 
 Ivan Allen College E. Roe Stamps Excellence in Teaching Award, 2002 
 “Teacher of the Year in International Affairs,” Sigma Iota Rho National Honor Society, 

2003 
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VIII.  Consulting 
 Consulted Republic of Fiji Ministry of Tourism on issues of leakage, expanding 

seasonality, activity tourism, and Green Hotel program, January and February 2004. 
 
 Consulted Hotel Association of Argentina on Branding August 2001. 
 


